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Team Covenant

I realize that the following elements are crucial to the effectiveness, quality and safety of our trip together.  I understand that participation in World Impact or STAMP is a privilege, not a right. As a member of this short-term team, I agree to the following:

1.
I will attempt to attend all team meetings, realizing that circumstances may surface that may prevent me from doing so. I realize this is an important part of the team-building process and will participate so as to create unity and focus as a team for the work God has called us to do.

2.
I will remember that I am a guest working at the invitation of a College Church missionary or national partner, and I will do my utmost to be non-offensive to my host culture. If my hosts are offended by bare arms, shirtless backs or exposed legs, I’ll cover them. I will be governed by what is best for the hosts’ sensitivities rather than my rights.
2.
I will remember that I have come to learn, not to teach. I may run across procedures that I feel are inefficient, or attitudes that I would find very closed minded.  I will resist the temptation to inform our hosts about “how things ought to be done.”  I will be open to learning other people’s methods and ideas.

3.
I will respect the hosts’ view of Christianity. One of the purposes of this trip is for me to witness and to experience faith lived out in a new cultural setting. I realize that my definition of the faithful Christian life has been influenced and shaped in large part by my North American, Western upbringing. 

4.
I will develop and maintain a servant attitude toward all nationals and my teammates. I will remember that my attitude needs to be one of humility considering others better than myself and placing others’ needs above my own (Phil. 2:3-4).
5.
I will submit to my team leaders’ authority and his/her decisions.

6.
I will refrain from gossip and a judgmental attitude.
7.
I will not complain. I know that travel can present numerous unexpected and undesired circumstances beyond our control. Rather than complaining, I will be optimistic and supportive.
8.
I will respect and do everything I can to build up the ministry of the missionary with whom we are working. I will respect their knowledge, insights and instructions.  

10.
I will refrain from making any political comments or engaging in hostile discussions concerning our hosts’ national politics or policies.

11.
I will not be exclusive in my relationships. I will seek to be part of the entire team, getting to know each and every person, and seeking ways that I can build up other team members in the Lord.
12.
I will refrain from any activity that could be construed as romantic interest toward a national. I will not allow opportunities to be alone with a national of the opposite gender.
13.
I will abstain from the consumption of alcoholic beverages or the use of tobacco or illegal drugs while on the trip.
Signed ______________________________________  Date ____________________________






